MORNING WORSHIP
THE 24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
15 NOVEMBER 2020

S

aint Paul reminds us that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38–39)

VOLUNTARY

“Berceuse,” from 24 Pieces in Free Style

Louis Vierne

INTROIT (sung by the Cantor)
You shall call upon me, and I will hear you;
and I will bring you back from all the lands where you are held captive.
O Lord, you have blessed your land; *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. (Jeremiah 29:12a; Psalm 85:1)

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider Blessèd be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessèd be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON
Presider Lord, have mercy.

People Christ, have mercy.

Presider Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Blessèd Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessèd hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSON

B

Zephaniah 7:12–18

e silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a
sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will
not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine
from them. The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the
LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a
day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring
such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will
be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

¶ Please stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (sung by the Cantor)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 25:14–30

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
esus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy
of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

J

THE SERMON

The Rev’d Robert A. Picken

¶ A period of silence is kept. Then follows

HYMN 680 (led by the cantor)

St. Anne

1 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

4 A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone;
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

2 under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defense is sure.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they fly, forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

3 Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home!

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your
love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor
one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service
of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
Bless all those whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love
one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles,
and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
¶ The Presider adds a concluding Collect.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider Gathering now all our prayers into one, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.
¶ The Presider pronounces the Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

MEDITATION

Simple gifts

Cassie Zinkan, soloist

John Coates, Jr.

¶ Announcements follow. Then please join in saying

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Giver of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope
of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through your
Son Jesus Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.
Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Presider Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
People Amen.
¶ The Presider blesses the people, who respond: Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!


The flowers at the High Altar and in the Narthex are given to the Glory of God
We thank Cassie Zinkan for serving as our cantor and soloist this morning.

