
April 2020 

St. Paul’s Keeps Holy Week Online
Dear Friends,

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!

Our sanctuary, like the tomb that first Easter, was found empty this year. And while 
there is much grief around not gathering together to celebrate, I believe that there is no 
greater image of our faith than the empty tomb — it symbolizes Christ’s defeat of death. 
This year, in the midst of fear and death, the empty sanctuary became that sign for us 
and the true power of the resurrection will be, as always, found in the lives of faith, 
hope, and love that we all live.

The Governor has ordered that all non-essential businesses will remain closed through at 
least April 29th and our Bishop, following the guidance of the Monroe County 
Department of Health, has noted that public worship is not possible through at least 
May 10th. The clergy and staff will continue to work from home, except for essential 
functions, and e-mail, phone messages, and mail will be monitored regularly. 

I look forward to the time when we will gather together again. Until then, Sunday 
Worship will continue to be pre-recorded and made available as widely as possible 
through our website, YouTube channel, and social media platforms. Noonday Prayer 
will be offered daily from Monday to Saturday on Facebook Live. Adult Faith Formation 
will be offered on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom (a secure link will be 
provided). 

We will continue to stay in contact as best we are able during this time. If you have not 
been receiving our semi-weekly communications, please contact Lisa Werner at 
lwerner@stpaulsec.org to have your e-mail address added. Also, please reach out to one 
another, especially those you know who may feel isolated or need help in the coming 
weeks.

Happy Easter!

In Christ’s Love,

Scenes from the celebration of Easter via Facebook (counterclockwise from top left):
* Vocalists singing the Exsultet- Cassie Zinkan, Payton Dziekan, Bergsvein Tuverod, and Daniel Magee.
* The Rev. Jay Burkardt leading opening prayers.
* The Rev. Rob Picken reading the Resurrection story according to John.
* The Rev. Sue Ouellette leading Prayers of the People.
* The Rev. Jay Burkardt leading final prayers and blessing participants.
* Dr. Robert Poovey playing “Toccata from Symphony #5 by Ch. M. Widor as the postlude. 

Participants also heard the St. Paul’s the St. Paul’s Choir singing an excerpt from Benjamin Britten’s 
Rejoice in the Lamb as well as the organ playing Easter hymns that they could sing at home as the lyrics 
were shown on screen. 

* The Rev. Rob Picken preaching the sermon in the empty sanctuary which he likened to the first Easter.

At lower right, the Rev. Rob Picken on Facebook describing how parishioners can  prepare and share an 
agape meal on Maundy Thursday.
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There is no printed edition because the office is closed.
If you know parishioners without computer access, please share with them 

any news in this issue that you think would interest them.
The next Epistle will be published after we return to worshipping and gathering at St. Paul’s.

St. Paul’s Holy Week worship adapts to the pandemic

PALM SUNDAY
Pictures at the left show parts of the Palm Sunday Ante-Communion service 
offered on April 5. Heard during the worship were organ music played by Dr. 
Robert Poovey and a Prelude Voluntary sung by Alexis Peart.

TOP: The Rev. Rob Picken opening the Palm Sunday service; the Rev. Suzanne 
Johnson signing St. Matthew’s account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in American 
Sign Language as it was read aloud by the Rev. Laurence Wainwright-Maks.

MIDDLE 3 ROWS: Readers of the account according to Matthew of the events 
of Good Friday – Rita Lancey, Rob Picken, Erin Glanton, Christine Rankie, Tim 
Dewart, Ingrid Stanlis, Thomas Welker, Jay Burkardt, and Erin Wright.

BOTTOM: 
The Rev. 
Rob Picken 
preaching 
the sermon, 
the Rev. Sue 
Ouelette
leading the 
prayers of 
the people, 
and Rob 
blessing 
viewers 
at the end 
of the 
service.

GOOD FRIDAY
Pictures at the right show portions of the solemn Good Friday service of 
lessons and prayers. Participants also heard music provided by Dr. Poovey 
and Alexis Peart.

TOP: The Rev. Rob Picken led the opening prayers and preached the 
sermon. 

MIDDLE (left): The Good Friday story according to the Gospel of John 
was read by Dr. Robert Poovey, Julie Gedro, Christopher, and Pat Moran. 

MIDDLE (right): Good Friday Prayers were led by the Rev. Sue Ouellette, 
Dr. Robert Poovey, and the Rev. Jay Burkardt. 

BOTTOM: Concluding prayers were led by the Rev. Rob Picken.

The videotaped worship services that guided us from mid March onward were a labor of  love created for us by the 
clergy, staff, and some parishioners. The March 15, 22, and 29 services were taped in the sanctuary by a small group of  
worship leaders in early March before the pandemic led to building closure.  Scenes from some of  these Ante-
Communion services can be seen on the following page. After these services were taped, Rob Picken edited them, 
adding hymn lyrics, prayers, and other worship guides at appropriate times. Holy Week services involved even more 
technical production by Rob.  For safety’ sake, each participant contributed a part of  the service from a separate 
location, and Rob wove these parts together with added information for viewing worshipers. 
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St. Paul’s worship goes electronic to adapt to the pandemic

Follow St. Paul’s on Facebook, Instagram, and email to receive messages.
Please do not hesitate to call the office or e-mail any of us. 

In the event of an urgent pastoral need, you may call 585-483-0472.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR
& WEDNESDAY CHECK-IN
A virtual coffee hour is held each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  And an 
informal check-in conversation occurs each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. vis 
Zoom. Seen below left are participants in the March 29 coffee hour.

DAILY NOONDAY PRAYER
Every Monday through Saturday, worship leaders guide viewers 
through a short 
prayer service at 
noon via Facebook.
Seen at the right
are scenes from 
some of  these 
prayer sessions.

Beginning on March 15, worship 
services moved online. For three weeks, 
services were staged in the sanctuary by 
a small group of  worship leaders, as 
shown here. After that, as group 
meetings were strongly discouraged, 
other venues were used. The form of  
worship used was Ante- Communion 
(Liturgy of  the Word) which includes 
prayers, lessons, a sermon and music.

ABOVE: Sunday March 22 Ante-Communion streamed on Facebook 
(clockwise from the left): The Rev. Rob Picken preaching the sermon; The Rev. Jay 
Burkardt leading the first portion of the service; The Rev. Sue Ouelette reading the 
Gospel; Dr. Robert Poovey leading the choir in singing the anthem.

LEFT: Sunday March 29 Liturgy of the Word streamed on Facebook:
Top Row: The Rev. Jay Burkardt blessing participants after the confession; the Rev. 
Sue Ouellette reading the Gospel; the Rev. Rob Picken preaching the sermon; the 
Rev. Jay Burkardt leading closing prayers.
Bottom Row: The choir singing the anthem under Dr. Robert Poovey’s direction.
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Ash Wednesday services to begin 
Lent
Lent began traditionally at St. Paul’s with three 
services, during which the clergy placed ashes on 
the foreheads of  penitents, as seen in the photo 
at the right taken during the noon service.  

What’s This Mean?
On the first two Sundays in March, parishioners 
met between services to learn more about terms 
used to describe Episcopal church buildings and 
vestments, from John Hazzard and the Rev. Jay 
Burkardt.  Later sessions were cancelled due to 
the pandemic.

Soup & Discussion: Praying Shapes Believing
The theme for the Lenten Soup and Discussion this year was how prayer shapes our belief  and practice. On March 11, 
the Rev. Rob Picken introduced the series, noting the centrality of  the Book of  Common Prayer to our worship and 
belief. He stated that the series would focus on prayer as part of  Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and healing.  The Rev. Jay 
Burkardt then led a review of  the Baptismal rite (its prayers, creed, and covenant as statements of  belief) as a way of  
living Baptism with the covenant as a roadmap.  Later programs in the series were cancelled due to the pandemic.

Early Lenten programs

ABOVE LEFT: The Rev. Jay Burkardt leading the 
discussion of vestments on March 8.

BELOW LEFT: Parishioners helping themselves to soup 
and sides; the Rev. Rob Picken introducing the Soup and 
Discussion series; and the Rev. Jay Burkardt describing how 
the prayers in the Rite of Baptism help to define our belief.

Church School: St. Paul’s has Awesome Kids!
And we have the perfect opportunity for you to spend quality time with them!! The Sunday School Ministry Team is 
looking for a few parishioners to lend their hearts and hands to our fabulous kids on Sunday mornings. 
Our parish is in need of  classroom teachers for our PreK-5th grade 
classes during the 10am service through the school year.  Classroom 
materials are prepared ahead of  time for you, so all you need is a 
love of  children (and a little patience!) to help the kids of  St. Paul’s 
grow stronger in their faith.  
Thank you for considering this vital ministry!
To sign up today or for more information please contact Amy 
Welker, Director of  Faith Formation for Children, Youth & 
Families at  AWelker@stpaulsec.org

Look for announcement 
about new Adult Formation 

programming via Zoom.
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Annual Pre-Lent Pancake Breakfast
Parishioners gathered between the worship services on February 23 to 
enjoy their annual Pancake Breakfast which this year featured homemade 
maple syrup made by Peter Burkardt. The Pancake Breakfast is one which 
is supported by a Hospitality Fund established by Do and Jerry Foland. 
Seen are parishioners selecting delicacies and socializing.

3rd ANNUAL
St. Paul’s

On February 29, parishioners gathered for our third annual 
chili cookoff. Judy McGrath won the peoples’ award; Tim 
Dewart won the judge’s award (so his chili recipe will be used 
to create the chili at the 2021 parish annual meeting.

TOP LEFT:  Chili Judges Mary Callaway (whose recipe won the 2018 
competition), David Harre, and Thomas Welker.
TOP RIGHT: Cookoff chair – Erin Wright with husband Dan and 
daughter Anika..
MIDDLE: Chefs who submitted chili for enjoyment by participants l to r) 
– Judy McGrath, Jay Burkardt, Nancy Grear, Bill Korth, Tim Dewart, and 
Rob Picken. Not seen are chefs Andrew Foster and Sue Ouellette. 
BOTTOM: Hank & Kathy Kingston, Swing Harre, Bob Moore, and Judy 
McGrath.



6

Thank you to the 65 volunteers who supported Paul’s Place throughout the wind 
and snow and RAIHN! We couldn’t have done it without you!  

The next Paul’s Place rotation will be May 31 – June 7, 2020   Save the dates!!!!!

Jane Andrews T

Phyllis Andrews
Jackie Barnes*
Floyd Bayley
Nan Brown
Jay Burkardt *
Ann Buerschaper*
Judy Carpenter
Jennifer Centola G

Jane Chapman
Maureen Chepiga
Carol Cunningham *
Paige Cunningham *
Maureen Currie

June Talarico
Emma Wallingford
Mara Wallingford
Andrew Welker
MaryEllen West
Linda White
Peggy Willard
Erin Wright
Angela Yost

*   Supported more than 1 shift
G Good Shepherd Episcopal 
T St. Thomas Episcopal
U Webster United Church of Christ

Harrison Davis
Pat Edwards T

Rob Ferris*T

Barbara Fink
Mark Fitzstevens*
Chris Fitzstevens*
Joan Flint
Bob Frank*
Nancy Frank*
Kevin Frisch
Mary Gulick
John Hazzard*
Ruth Hazzard *
Grace Henshaw

Shirl Howell *
Cindy Johnson
Susan Kaemmerlen G

Lila Kennedy 
Colleen Kunz *U

Charlotte Kimberly-Haag
Lindsay Korth
Wayne Least 
Bonnie Martin *
Judy McGrath*
Bill Moore*
Chandler Moran
Carolyn Mot *T

Debra Nelson G

Carol Panzer
Neal Panzer
Rob Picken*
Mary Pietrzykowski
Stan Pietrzykowski
Christine Rankie *
Stan Refermat*
Lily Smith
Merideth Smith
Sandra Stenzel
Andrea Stridiron T*
Beverly Strohm G

Barb Suter U

Fred Suter U

St. Paul’s bowlers are winners at RAIHN Bowl-A-Thon 

St. Paul’s fielded two teams in the RAIHN ‘Strike Out Homelessness tournament on February 16. The “Episcopins" 
adult team won the most pledges category with a total of  $1,233.00. June Talarico, Maureen Chepiga, Kevin Frisch, 
Nancy Frank and Suzy Spencer and Gwen Cheney played two awesome games. Kitty MacDowell served as the team’s 
fundraiser. The St. Paul’s Youth Group team won in the youth category with a high score of  608, so each member of  
that team—Natalie Larzelere, Amy Welker, Sonya Welker, Andrew Welker, Jake Sullivan, Thomas Welker—won a gift 
certificate to Bruster’s Ice Cream. 

TOP LEFT: Episcopins Suzy Spencer, Nancy 
Frank, June Talarico, Maureen Chepiga, Gwen 
Cheney, and Kevin Frisch.

TOP RIGHT: St. Paul’s Youth Group team 
members Natalie Larzelere, Amy Welker, Sonya 
Welker, Andrew Welker, Jake Sullivan, and 
Thomas Welker.

BOTTOM LEFT & CENTER: Gwen Cheney, 
bowler.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Jake Sullivan and Thomas 
Welker.

Update from RAIHN
RAIHN has suspended sheltering 
families in houses of  worship until the 
end of  May when it will re-evaluate the 
safety of  placing people in close contact.  
The RAIHN office is closed but families 
are staying in the Bridge apartment 
upstairs from the office.  Volunteers drop 
off  dinner outside the apartment door, 
and other meals are provided from 
Foodlink supplies in the office basement.

Nancy Frank, Paul’s Place Communications Chairman
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Heresies explored
In February, parishioners gathered between the two Sunday services to consider HERESIES, which are defined as 
beliefs or teachings opposed to accepted beliefs. They heard from Rob Picken about several early forms of  Christianity 
before the creeds led to identifying alternative thinking as heresies; with guidance from Nancy Grear, they looked at how 
the Christian creeds were developed; and John Hazzard provided a description of  several late Medieval heresies that 
helped to shape the coming Protestant Reformation.  
TOP ROW: The Rev. Rob Picken describing early forms of Christianity during the first session on heresies.
BOTTOM LEFT: Nancy Grear leading a discussion of the formation of Christian creeds during the second session.
BOTTOM RIGHT: John Hazzard discussing several heresies that the Church faced before the Protestant Reformation.

Merciful God,
we entrust to your never-failing care and love 

Gretchen Lane and Robert Rubel

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; 
And let light perpetual shine upon them.

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.

Services, Forums, Classes
All St. Paul’s activities have been cancelled 
at least through May 10.
Worship and formation opportunities are being made 
available electronically. Check your email daily for 
updates

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Although the Parish Office is closed, clergy and staff  are 
monitoring mail, phone calls, and emails.

For urgent pastoral needs, call 585-483-0472.

Another resource for learning about opportunities to 
participate in electronic sessions for worship and 
learning is our website at http://stpaulsec.org/

Committee Meetings 
& Other Meetings/Events
All functions at St. Paul’s have been cancelled 
through May 10.
__________________________________________________________________

12-STEP GROUPS MOVE ONLINE
The 12-step groups which normally meet at St. Paul’s will 
not be meeting at this time. Some may be available to 
meet online. Alcoholics Anonymous can be found at aa-
intergroup.org/. For other 12-step groups, please check 
with your local or national office.

Memorial Scholarship Deadline 
is May 29th 2020
The St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Memorial Scholarship 
Fund is funded by the Vestry toprovide scholarship aid 
for members of  St. Paul’s and their children who have 
graduated from high school and who are enrolled in 
full time college programs. The application and 
eligibility criteria are available by emailing Fr. Jay 
(jburkardt@stpaulsec.org).

The Scholarship Committee
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Our Vision
We pray that all who enter St. Paul’s 

experience God’s presence in this community 
of  faith, a community that through Christ 

strives to be loving, joyous, inclusive, 
transforming and filled with God’s Grace.

St. Paul’s Ministry Staff

Assistant Rector
The Rev. Jay P. Burkardt

Front Desk Assistant
Natosche Holt

Parish Accountant
Judy McGrath

Accounting & Administrative 
Assistant

Lisa Werner

Property Manager
Bob Potter 

Maintenance Associates
Dave McEntee
Jim D’Angelo

Director, Child Care Center
Michelle Mousseau

Director, City School Outreach
Paula Valeri

Rector
The Rev. Robert A. Picken 

Director of Music
Dr. Robert Poovey

Organ Scholar
Dale Nickell

Director, Adult Faith Formation
Nancy Grear

Director, Children, Youth & 
Family Faith Formation 

Amy Welker

Sunday Child Care
Dorothea (Dorrie) Champlin
Candace Hoffman-Hussain

Wedding & Funeral Coordinator
Judy Loveland

The Rev. Sue Ouelette, Ph.D., Deacon2020 Epistle Publication Schedule

Publication of the Epistle will resume when public worship 
resumes and the St. Paul’s office reopens.

To contribute information for inclusion
and/or to receive the Epistle in color, 

forward your email address 
to publicity@stpaulsec.org. 

Judy Wadsworth, Editor

View the full church calendar at:
www.stpaulsec.org

• Visit us on Facebook

Hymn melody written by St. Paul’s 
organist part of 2020 service
During the Eucharist during the 10:00 A.M. service on March 8, 
worshippers sang a hymn using a melody written in 1900 by Edward 
H. Walker, St. Paul’s organist from c. 1897 – 1902.  The tune is titled 
“Bartlett” after the Rector at that time, the Rev. Dr. Murray Bartlett 
(1899-1908).  The hymn tune had no lyrics so during the 2020 service, 
the words of Hymns 448 and 449, “O love, how deep, how broad, 
how high”, were sung using the 1900 melody. After Dr. Bartlett left 
St. Paul’s, he served as Dean of the Cathedral in the Philippines and 
President of Hobart and William Smith Colleges. Organist Walker led 
the St. Paul’s Choir, the first vested choir in Rochester, from c.1897-
1902 before moving to Michigan. The photo at the top shows a 
poster featuring the hymn that was published about 1903.

While the Parish Office is closed, 
clergy and staff  closely monitor mail, 

phone calls, and e-mails. 
For urgent pastoral concerns, 

call 585-483-0472.


